
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 
This meeting is a meeting of the Board of Education in public for the purpose of conducting the School District’s Business and is not 
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  Board of Education 
         Regular Board Meeting 
     March 9, 2015 
                7PM 
 

    BECC Building, Board Room 
  125. S. Church Street 
     Brighton, MI  48116 

I. Call to Order              

II. Pledge of Allegiance 

III. Roll Call 

VII. Board Reports 
 

 
 

X. For Information 
A. Curriculum/Instruction 
B. Finance 

1. Bills of February 20 - 27, 2015          Page 50 
2. Financial Strategy/Energy Bonds 

C. Superintendent/Human Resources 
D. Other – Student Representative 

 
 
 
 

VI. Call to the Public  

IV. Approval of Agenda 
  

VIII. For Action 
A. Minutes of February 23, 2015 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  
B. Fund Equity . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  
C. Resignations . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
D. Retirements . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  
E. Leave of Absence Request . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  
F. E-Rate bid award, Dedicated Telephone Service. . . . . . .  
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XI. Second Call to the Public 

XII. Closed Session 
A. Approval of February 23, 2015 Closed Minutes. . . . . . . . . . . . 
B. Negotiations, BASAA, BEA and BESPA . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .    

XIII. Next Meeting, March 23, 2015 
 
XIV. Adjournment 
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Board of Education 
Brighton Area Schools 
Regular Meeting 
Monday, March 9, 2015 
7:00 PM – BECC 
 

Minutes 
 
I. Call to Order 
 President Krause called the meeting to order at 7:00 PM. 
 
II. Pledge of Allegiance 
 
III. Roll Call 

Members present: Jay Krause, Dave Chesney, Ken Stahl, Beth Minert, Bill 
Trombley, John Conely and Andy Burchfield. 
Also present: Superintendent Gray, Assistant Superintendents Gistinger and 
Surrey, staff, press, and visitors. 

 
IV. Approval of Agenda 

Motion: To approve the agenda as presented. 
Moved by:  Minert 
Supported by: Trombley 
Voice vote:  7 ayes. 
Motion carried. 
 
Motion: To amend the agenda to include IX. For Future Action, B. Public 
Comment Policy. 
Moved by:  Conely 
Supported by: Stahl 
Voice vote:  7 ayes. 
Motion carried. 

    
V. Call to the Public   

Glenn Ikens addressed the board regarding a board member’s attendance at an 
informational meeting held at Livingston Classical Academy.  He called on the 
other members of the board to hold that member accountable for conflict of 
interest.  
 
Wes Nakagiri commended the past board and current administration on the 
progress of the district in connection with the shared service program, the new 
fund equity policy and reciting of pledge of allegiance.  He urged the new board 
members to continue the positive budgeting trends. 
 
Marsha Dix thanked John Conley for all his work in the district and for reinstating 
the pledge of allegiance. 
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Ann Russell voiced concern to the board regarding the pledge of allegiance not 
being recited at BHS and communicated that her husband donated flags for each 
BHS classroom. 
 
Joellen Pizarchi addressed the board concerning the lack of open discussion on 
educational opportunities in our community. 
 
Henry Benjamin thanked Mr. Conely for attending the informational meeting held 
at Livingston Classical Academy. 
 
Lisa Benjamin voiced concern in regards to the 30 minute time limit of 
participation during call to public. 
 
Allison Cox addressed the board regarding reciting the pledge of allegiance. 
 
Sue Ellen Ikens voiced concern to the board regarding social media expressions 
of the landholder of the charter school. 
 
Jonathan Weinraub addressed the board concerning conflict of interest of BAS 
board member attending a meeting held at Livingston Classical Academy. 

 
VII. Board Reports 

Secretary Minert announced an Early Childhood Community meeting will be held 
on Thursday from 4:30 – 6:30 pm on social and emotional development. 
 
Trustee Conely reported the Brighton Lions Club is offering a scholarship for 
BHS students.  Also, he referenced board policies 8800 and 8220 regarding the 
pledge of allegiance.  
 
Trustee Trombley asked a question concerning a $5000.00 credit the district’s 
operations department received from Lochinvar Company.   
 
Trustee Burchfield stated how proud and excited he is as a Brighton Alumni to 
share the successes of BAS extracurricular, sports and band.  

 
VIII. For Action 
 A. Motion: Trombley 
  Supported by: Burchfield 
  Voice vote: 7 ayes.  
  Motion carried. 
 

B. Motion: To amend Policy 6220 – Budget Preparation as presented.   
  Moved by: Conley 
  Supported by: Chesney 
  Voice vote:   7 ayes. 
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  Motion carried. 
 

C. Motion: To accept the resignation of Cheryl Bischer as presented.   
  Moved by: Minert 
  Supported by: Stahl  
  Voice vote:  7 ayes.  

Motion carried. 
 

D. Motion: That the board accept the resignation for retirements with 
appreciation from Krysia Alexander, Ellen Lafferty, Melanie Walls, 
Roxanna McGonegal, Kathy Posly, Cheryl Braun, Cyril Wolbert, Diana 
Mason and Janice Maxey. 

  Moved by: Minert 
  Supported by: Conely 
  Voice vote: 7 ayes.  

Motion carried. 
  

E. Motion: To approve the unpaid leave of absence request of Brittany Antoni 
and Jennifer Schaibley as presented.   

  Moved by: Minert 
  Supported by: Chesney 
  Voice vote:  7 ayes. 
  Motion carried. 
 

F. Motion: To accept the E-Rate bid award for telephone services as 
presented.   

  Moved by: Trombley 
  Supported by: Burchfield 
  Voice vote:  7 ayes. 
  Motion carried. 
   
IX. For Future Action 

A. Extension of Superintendent’s Contract – The contract was presented for 
board review and will be placed on the March 23 agenda.   

B. Policy for public comment – The policy for public participation at board 
meetings and the section on the (30) minute time limit will be reviewed in 
conjunction with the open meetings act.  This item will be placed on the 
March 23 agenda for future action. 

X. For Information 
A. Curriculum/Instruction – Dr. Surrey reported work keys and ACT testing 

was completed at the high school.  Also, she informed the board the 
district is preparing for The Advanced Ed Accreditation visit and that a 
district wide health curriculum work shop will be taking place.   

B. Finance – Dr. Gistinger presented district bills of February 20 - 27, 2015. 
 Financial Strategy /Energy Bonds – Also, Dr. Gistinger communicated a 

list of financial strategies. 
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 Fund equity minimum 

 Obtain an (A) Bond credit rating 

 Bus loans 

 Energy Bond eligibility available, May 2015 

 Capital replacement plan 

 County Level Special Ed millage 

 Sinking Fund 
C. Superintendent/Human Resources – Dr. Gray provided information to the 

board on BHS musical, winter sports, band, choir and fine arts programs.  
D. Other – Student Representative – Ryan Schaller provided updates to the 

board on behalf of Brighton High School and reciting the Pledge of 
allegiance.  

 
XI. Second Call to the Public 

Jeremiah Johnson provided a student’s perspective on reciting the pledge of 
allegiance.  
 
Sue Ellen Ikens addressed the board regarding class size. 
 
Glenn Ikens addressed the board regarding the open meetings act, 
transparency, accountability and zero tolerance. 
 
Kara Totaro addressed the board regarding class size in the district.   
 

XII. Closed Session 
Motion: To enter closed session for the approval of February 23, 2015 Closed 
Minutes and for the purpose of discussing negotiation strategies connected with 
BASAA, BEA and the BESPA bargaining units inasmuch as the administration 
has requested a closed session.   
 

 Moved by: Chesney 
Supported by: Minert 
Roll call vote: 7 ayes.   
Motion carried. 

    

Board entered closed session at 8:36 p.m. 
Board entered open session at 8:54 p.m. 

 
XIII. Adjournment 
 President Krause adjourned the meeting at 8:54 p.m. 




